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UT first you must understand|’
that it was the good Saint
Patrick who made the Leap

Year, for in the before time, as
it 15 written in the chronicles, "maids
might sigh and make great dole out
of measure for that they could not
tell to the man they loved what was |
m their hearts Gl he had spoken of ||
the love that was in his heart’

King found Queen Ellen:

In a land which 15 all an island
there was once a King whe had
reigned three years, and the time came
when it was necessary for him to take
! a wife, But the King was a warlike
King, and gave no thought to love.
Upon a day came his munisters, and
said that there must be a Queen to
sit beside hun on s throne,

Now a stranger had come into the
court of the King bearing news that
the next year was (¢ be a year when
waids might tell the one they loved
that they desired him for husband, and
when the King heard this he called
§ ngain his mimsters together, saying:
8 1 have not time for love, but in this
§ new year Jet all the maids of my
1 kingdom come before me, and et
vach say which man she loves, Then,
by my faith, if one choose me, then
<hall she be Queen.”

Thereupon the King laughed in his
{ beard, for he believed that in all I!n-|

land there was not one would cheose
d to be the consort of the man whose
wiskeidness was so great that the fame

« it had spread over all the world.

I'hus it tell: On the first day, then,
of the new vear all the maids of the
kingdom came before the King, and
e bade them choose the man they
woilld love forever and ever. Now
he had not tald them of his plan for
that they might be feared to =ay that
they loved the King. Then he luy
aside his crown and came down from
lis throne and stood among  his
cotirtiers,

I'he names of the muids were called
i+ they fell from the seroll. The first
maid chose Basil the courtier, and
liasil was very happy, for that he
liad not dared to tell his love to her
I'he next chose Eadfrid, the captain
af the chief ship, but Eadind, the
captain, kissed her and gave her a
silk gown, =aying: “l am bespoke.”
which was true, for he had married a
maid of France in the last voyage to
that coast. The next maid chose
William of the Black Beard, and they
two went a little apart from the others
that they might wateh what befel

Then other maids chose—~sometimes
winning their lover, sometimes win-
ning only the kise and the silk gown,
us 1t was decreed in the law. Pres-
ontly it came about that all the maids
had eHosen —all save one, who was
called Ellen of the Golden Locks.

So when he saw that Ellen of the
(iolden Locks had not told which of
all men she desired he became pos-
wased of a great love for her, for he
reyembered that long before  his
father, the Great King, had died, and
while he himeelf was yet a Prince,
learning the trade of wiar—he remem-
hered that in those days he had known
the little maid and bad loved her then
Then he remembered, too, how the
wars came, and how all the years he
had been fighting the enemics of his
country, and how he had forgotten
Ellen of the Golden Locks.

Then the name of Ellen of the
Golden Locks was called from the
seroll.  Thus she spoke:

“In the whole land there is Lut one
whom | desire most. But 1 fear to
speak of him lest he refuse me. 1 do
not want silk gowns, but for the kiss

even then would | be happy with
that, for I love—him-—-better—than-
anything—in--all—the—world.”

“His name!” cried the King,

“I dare not speak it aloud,” said

Ellen of the Golden Locks,

d  “Then tell it to me privately.”

Thereupon Ellen approached and
whispered one word in the King's ear

And then the King kissed her, there
bhefore all the maids and all the
courtiers. Then he led her to his
throne and made her be seated there
and placed his crown upon her head.

So it came about that the people
knew there was a Queen to rule with
their King, and there was great re-
joging through all the country, over
which they ruled happily ever after-
ward,

“But why,"” asked the King upon a
day, “had:t thou not told me of thy

o

love before?

Now this is the story of how thel!

“Because there were no leap years
then,” =aid the Queen.

Through all the seasons of

years gone by

I've watched the maids

with their lovers go

To the altar rail with their

rings, but I

Am wandering aimlessly to and fro;
Ever afraid that a dreaded “No”
Might come from the lips of my Marjorie.
“Faint heart ne’er won,” says the poet, so
Leap Year time is the time for me,

Y Y

Loud and long was my lover’s sigh,

She might have heard, and she ought to know

How much I love her, but when I try

To tell my secret, my blood runs slow,
My heart beats fast and the words won't go

As [ want them to; and she cannot sze

What 'm trying to make my confession show—

But Leap Year time is the time for me,
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"  Lustom ¢ f Retire-
ment Is Foil wed in the Case
of Laptain Chadwick:--Some

Vﬂap Year Stories. & &

CCORDING to the established
custom of the Navy Depart-
ment of the United States, the

ulficers are retired from active
duty on their sixty-fourth birthday.

Captain French E. Chadwick, whe
commanded the New York during the
Spanish-Anterican War, and who s

now head of the Naval War College
at Newport, stands well along towar
the front of the list of captains, and it
is quite possible that he will be made
a Rear Admral within a few years,
On February 20, (896, he celebrated
his thirteenth birthday. On February
29, 1yog, he will celebrate his [our-
reenth, and some time between the
last day of VFebruary, 1908, and the
first day of March of the same year
hie will be retired from active duty in
the Navy.

If ‘Captain Chadwick construes the
law, figuring by the number of birth-
days he has had, he cannot be retired
till February 29, 2108, for upon that
date his sixty-fourth birthday will be
celebrated, and by all the laws of the
department that «hould be the date of
his retirement.

Bt Captain Chadwick must remem-
ber a oustake made by Rossini, the
iamous composer, who, on February
20, 1864, sent out nvitations to what
he called his eighteenth birthdayparty.
He was born on February 29, 1792
In making out s mvitations, how-
ever, he had forgotten that the year
1800 was nuiot n leap year, and that
the purty, therefore, wis tlie celébra-
tion of his seventeenth birthday, This,
too, i the case of Captain Chadwick,
who, ii he iy retired on his sixty-fourth
birthday, must rementber that the year
2000, heing divisible by 4o0, will i‘rc a

iy vear, while 2100 will not have that
1 di-tinction

I'ie year 1oy is the first leap year
voeight years, This s accounted for

the rules which were Jaid down
uy Pope Gregory VI, who reformed
the calendar in 1382, 1t was deereed
that the years whose pumerical sign
was  divisible by 4 should be leap
years, except those years which were
not divisible by qo0. Thus the year
ihoo wns a leap year, and the 2000
will be, hut 1700, Bo0 and 1000 were
not years in which the extra day was
deded (o the month of February

Ity this  plan the miakers of the
Gregonan  calendar  corrected e
erraors between the true year and tl
established divicion of the time as was
current 1 that day. By the arrarge-
mefit of Pope Gregory, it was found

( F‘ov;then is the time that the

that there was a loss of u slight

at of Lime even when n exira
W ur vears. M
| was decided, thergfore, that u day
must be dropped once in every 400

1
iny added Ve

maid lays by
The laws that exist between
belle and beau.
/Her lips are loosed, and her
heart may try
To find its mate which has loved her so.
Then is the time that I'll choose to go
And sit by the fire with my Marjorie.
She'll find cut then all my cause of woe—
Leap Year is the time for me,

ENVOY.

Haill My girll Who cares for snow
When I hear the confession of Marjorie ?
Who cares how fiercely the winds may blow ?—

Leap Year is the time for me.
HARRY P. TABER,

vears, and the j nt calealation of
the calendar provides for this, in that
[the years whose number is divisible
I hy goo shall be leap wyears, and the
‘I-' s of Lime made up
Stll, the =cientists discovered that
there is a gain of 20 seconds in the
{ aceepted calendar year over the true
i oastronomical year, In 3333 years
this time, 1t it ts allowed to accumu-
ate, will amount 305 duys. P;Tlp(‘
Lrregory U d I ivisors, therefore,

led that while the year go00 1= di

v 400, 1t sha till be ¢onsd
red as a common y and that the
extra dav shall not be added to the
month of Februasy, as would ordi
narily be the case

Fhe scientists have proved, too,
that one 1 évery 1,500 births oceurs
| pon the 29th of February, Not oniy
| have several celebritie: been account:

{ ed among those whose birthdays come
very four years, but there are some
events in history which have happened

il lay
g before Paul Jones made the
heginmings of the United States Navy,
the first settlers in the Commonwealth

dassachusetts, who had made their
womes at Deerfield, were attacked by

the primitive nas ¥ of the Indians O
.

February 29, 1704 they stole up the

river in boats. The warriors attacked

lie Do 1 ]

ple, slew many of them, took

0 captives and burned the dwellings

'n ix'.“r.l,L.'}' 2, 1804, the United
States ship “Pencemaker” was blown
¢ I'he Secretary of the Navy, Ad-

Upshur, was killed, and a Inrge

| tumber of sailors died from the effects
I the explosion

Un February 20, 1826, occurred the
battle of Wittlahoochee River, in
which the settlers of Florida were at-
tacked by the Indians, who came up
the stream in boats

Curtously, the date which has the
ymost to do with leap year has been
clo<ely allied to the stories whieh
have had much to do in the making
f the history of the Navy—nt least
it has had much to do with stories
areerming the vse of boats in warfare




